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CONFIDENTIAL

i9 May 1960

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Sprague Commmmittee Mectings
13 and 24 May 1960

k. This memorandurs is for the information of the 0CI,

2. [ealisd Mr. Mielasn this aflerncon to ask for the preyé@df
ageada for the meetings of tha Sprague Committee on 23 and 24 May.
He said that the firet {ter on the agends was a discussion of the
recommendation contained in the report on R¥E and KL to the effect
that YOA braadcasts to Sovist Russis should be incressed. There
was soms discassion st the last meeting of the desirability of
incrensing unjammed YOA broadessts and Mesars., Gray and Hare
both indicated skepticisr as to whether & case for increassd VOA
broadeasts had actually beon made. Since the last measting there are
indications thet the Soviets bave resumed jamming and, in view of the
current political situntion, s definitive judgment on the desirability
of increasing VOA broadcasts is going to be even mors difficult and
spesculative,

3. In sddition to YOA, the agenda includes consideration of &
sumber of stafl papers on the following subjects:

a. The non-military aspects of certain military programs
including the eifsct of training forsign military personnel in the
United States.

b. Three geographical papers - (1) Soviet Bloc, {2) China
snd (3) Latin America.

¢. Three papers characterized by Mr. Niclsen as minor -
{1) The impact of Labor Activities Abroad, (2) The Impact of
Business Abrond and (3) The Impact of Private American Mass
Modia on Foreign Public Opinion,
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: d. Ways of developing greater flexibility in the
procsdures and funding of mass media controlled by the
Governmant.

4.  You will note that the list of papers proposed for discussion
includes one on the Soviet Wloc. I am attaching a preliminary draft of
this paper which, as of twe weeks ago, would in all probability, wish
minor amendments, bave been a porfectly acceptable paper. In view
of the current international situation, however, it seems to mie that
say judgment of the validity of the premises of the paper is bound to
ba at best bighly speculative and it seens to me that the Zommittee
can hardly be expocted to resch & rasponsible conclusion with resne
to the desirability of

AL, AN 3 5y 3
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situation clarifies. 1 have urged My, Nislsen to postpons considera-
tion of the paper, pointing out that discussion of these recommendn-
Hions at this particular mamnent is likely to develop into rather futile
debate about the course of future events. 1 sald it would be difficult
te sscure Mr. Amory's views on the paper pricr to the meeting
scheduled for May 23rd and that I thought that you would wish to give
him an sdeguate opportunity to consider the paper's conclusions
concerning probable political trends and developments. Mz, Nisisen
said that he would try to persuade Mr. Sprague to postpone
consideration of the paper. He had been previously reluctant to do
this because of the affect which a postponemaent might have on the
Committee's schedule. The only alternative paper available for
dincussion is the one on comparative scientific and tachnological
developments {a copy of 3 preliminary draft of which was sent to you
this morning). Mz, Sprague wished to postpone consideration of this
phper until tha meeting scheduled for 6 June as Messrs. Jackson and
Reed are both interseted in the subject and neither will bs present for
the Commitiee mestings naxt week. If consideration of both papers
is deferred, the meeting scheduled for 24 May may be cancelled.

{In my opinion this would be a very good idea.)

5. Finally, Mr. Nielsen referred to the matter of the U-2,
He felt that the Comamities could hardly disregard this incident which,
in all its rasnifications, das obviously had snsrmous impact on foreign
opinion, stc. He said that the concern of the Committes, as he saw it,
would not include the wisdom of particular decisions on particular
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aspects of the incident. He fslt, however, that the Committes

would be justifiably concerned with the question of whether or not
there was adequate consultation with officials charged with responsi-
bility for the so-called "P" factor prior to decisions likely to affect
or influence foreign attitudes. The Committee's concern would
therefore ba with the adequacy of the procadures for affording
appropriate conaultation with public relations officials prior to the
formulation of decisions likely to have conmsequences in terms of
public opinion. I told Mr, Nielsen that the whole question of the U-2
incident was obviously highly complex and obviously involved issues
of great sensitivity. I suggested that if he wished to raise the matter,
he raise it in texms of & question of whether and how the Committee
should address itself to this problem. 1 told him that you would wish
personally to participate in any discuasion of this question and that

I would apprecists his letting me know in advancs if the matter were
in fact to be introduced for discussion.
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